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From the Rector: Dear Family
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Vision & Mission A friend of mine once defined a vision as “a
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Hastive Ay justification for existence”, having a reason to

. wake up and continue with life. Proverbs 29 vs.
Stewardship

18: “Where there is no vision, the people perish
, but he that keepeth the law, happy is” (KIV).
The NIV bible records it as “Where there is no revelation, people cast off

Parish Website

Events and Fellowship

Family functions restraint, but blessed is the one who heeds wisdom’s instruction”. The prophet

Events Images 3-4 Habakkuk (2 verse 2) writes “Then the Lord replied, ‘Write down the revelation

Cseloring PresaEs, s (vision in KJV) and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it”
(NIV).

And Power 5

-God’s never ending A lot of effort goes into the formulation of mission and vision statements and

Mercies 6 our parish has gone through this rigorous process in the past. Let me challenge

e e ragieT 7 you and request that you be honest: WHAT IS THE MISSION STATEMENT OF ST
JOHN THE BAPTIST ANGLICAN CHURCH IN PINETOWN?

-Enviro News 8

- Men’s Group A lot of us we may not know (or at least remember) what our parish vision says

- Food for thought even though it is on the noticeboard on the main entrance into our church. We

T s : have a very beautiful mission statement which is all encompassing and speaks

to what we aspire to be as a parish BUT what is the point of a beautiful vision
which the majority of us do not know?

How can we tell if we are on track to achieving what we set for ourselves when we don’t even remember/know
what it is that we set out to do? Not being able to remember our mission is NOT by any chance an indication
that we are failing or that we do not care. Mission statements by their nature are long, wordy and make for
difficult reading and difficult to remember. How many of us know the mission statements of Nike, KFC, Sasol,
University of KwaZulu-Natal; the Anglican Church of Southern Africa or the Anglican Diocese of Natal? It is very
likely we may not know the mission statements but we know the following statements/phrases from these
organisations:

1 “Just Do it” (Nike) 1 “ACT” (Anglican Church of Southern Africa)
91 “Finger Licking Good” (KFC) 1 “Rise and Walk”; “Sukhuma uhambe”

1 “Reaching new frontiers” (Sasol) (Anglican Diocese of Natal)

1 “Inspiring Greatness” (UKZN)




These are easy to remember “catch phrases” and or campaigns that are drawn from the mission statements
of the above mentioned organisations. | am calling upon us collectively as a parish to consider a thorough
reading of our mission statement and then suggest an easy to remember “catch phrase” that will summarise
our aspirations as a community. It might require that we set up a committee to receive suggestions on this but
we would have to wait for vestry for the approval of whatever suggestion/s we may come up with. All things
being equal, our vestry will be held on the first Sunday of February 2016 so we have seven months to

prayerfully consider the suggestions.
Elective Assembly

We give thanks to God for the nineteen (19) years that
Bishop Rubin has so ably led the Diocese of Natal. We pray
for him, Rose and the rest of the family as they go on
retirement. We commit our bishop-elect Dino Gabriel and
Elizabeth (maDlamini as she is fondly known) as they
prepare for their ministry in the diocese of Natal. We also
remain mindful of Canon Dr Andrew Warmback, Bishop Dr
Nkosinathi Ndwande, Revd. Ronnie Alexander, Bishop
Tsietsi Seloane and Revd Victor Mnculwane who offered
themselves as nominees and allowed themselves to be
vulnerable during the process of the elective assembly.
We thank our Archbishop Most Rev Dr Thabo Magkoba,
the P.E.O. Canon William Mostert and all in the Diocesan
and Provincial Elective Assembly Advisory Boards for
leading the process.

Stewardship

We have experienced numerical growth in the parish, we
had one of the biggest baptism service (mainly for adults)
in recent memory and our finances have greatly
improved. Please remember that our Canons and
Diocesan rules clearly stipulate that churchwardens are
the financial officers of the parish (assisted by the
treasurer), so if anyone wants to know about any part of
how the finances are being administered they should be
free to approach the wardens at any time. | am also
available to give clarity where necessary as | am the
Parish Website chairperson of ExCo. | would want to encourage us to
keep the positive spirit in the parish and commit
The parish website has gone live at ourselves to such areas as side person duties, dusting
www.stjohnthebaptist.co.za, | am eternally ~ team, tea pourers, readers and many others.
grateful to Zee Nala, Londiwe Bophela,
Matthew Wright, Austin Savage and Rose
Barnard (and many others who made
contributions) for the sterling work done to
get us here. Websites can never be considered
complete and need to be continually upgraded
and so we encourage all parishioners to
interact with our website and continually
make suggestions and submit recent parish
photos to keep it relevant and exciting.

Above: Bishop-elect of Anglican Diocese of Natal
Rt Revd Dino Gabriel with Revd Tsietsi Seloane
(Left) and our rector Revd Forbes Maupa (Right)



http://www.stjohnthebaptist.co.za/
http://scottwebdesigns.co.za/church/images/baptism/DSCF2365.jpg

Events and Fellowship

We had an extremely successful Social Music Evening
on the 29% of May 2015 with Prof Salim and his band.
The attendance was impressive, the planning and
attention to detail was something to be proud of. | am
grateful to the organizers and the many individuals
who made themselves available to assist the steering
committee led by Matthew Wright, Zee Nala, Leslie
Moeti, ExCo, Nana Khanyile, the servers and Teen
church who served as ushers and the ever green Rose
Barnard. Leslie Moeti and churchwarden Arthur
Mzimela have been tasked to approach other
congregants with the view to establishing a team of
people to help the parish council to handle logistics
around events planning. Supporting and attending
events such as this one, provide us with an opportunity
to meet, fellowship and know each other better
outside of the formal worship services

The Sixth Bishop Rubin Philip Peace Lecture was
originally set for the 6% of September, it was then
moved to the 20" of September 2015 and at the
writing of this piece, the date remains uncertain as we
await confirmation from Bishop Rubin himself. Bishop
Rubin’s diary is so busy and he is working hard to
create time. The event itself will still happen at some
point, even later in the year as you would remember
that when Archbishop Thabo came as speaker, the
lecture was held in November of that year. It is
anticipated that when the event does happen, the cost
will be R130.00 per person including a meal.

The St John 5km Fun Run/Walk is still on course to be
held on the 7t of November 2015 and we hope this
will be a successful family day outing.

Family Functions

For functions such as weddings, unveilings,
Interment of ashes, birthday parties, funerals
and any other that may require the services of
the rector and or assistant clergy or the use of
the church premises please contact the parish
secretary. Let us all familiarise ourselves with
the parish protocols that are in place.

God Bless
Forbes

EVENTS IMAGES

Social Evening




PETRONAL FESTIVAL

Above: Revd John Freeman Rector
of SJB from 1990 to 1996. Blessed
us with a beautiful sermon for our
Patronal festival

2015 KZN Comrades Marathon

We are so proud of our very own Sidney Pond and Thobile Masilela who
successfully ran the recent 2015 KZN Comrades Marathon from Durban
to Pietermaritzburg.

Below Thobile Masilela left and Sidney Pond Right
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A Brief Synopsis of the Thesis South African Anglican Clergywomen Merging Ministry and
Motherhood: Exploring Presence, Praxis And Power

By Revd Dr Eliza Getman

| have recently completely a PhD thesis on ministry and motherhood. The research was based on in-depth
interviews with seven South African Anglican clergywomen in positions of authority in three provinces.
These interviews were respectful (and hilarious and moving) instructive and inspirational conversations.

Nelle Morton speaks of “hearing each other into speech” — this means that sometimes we don’t even know our own
deep wisdom until people take the time to truly listen and encourage us to articulate it. These interview
conversations helped to shift and redirect my professional and my personal direction. The alternative experience
and perspective of clergywomen helped me to see the church in a new light and with new eyes. Frustration and pain
were voiced. And there was extensive discussion about sacrifice. We were trying to figure out what we had sacrificed
by engaging in ministry (and in motherhood). And we were trying to discern what an acceptable sacrifice might look
like. We were all clear that our children ought not to be the sacrificial lambs. The presence of children should never
be a liability to our ministry or to the church at large.

The journey of my thesis took me to terrifying places of self-doubt and loneliness. At one stage | was convinced that
only celibate childless men ought to be priests. For a season | no longer wished to carry the heavy responsibility of
priesthood — and | felt overwhelmed by the demands of motherhood. But by the time | submitted my completed
thesis | was convinced that my children are my greatest resource and that mothering is a most appropriate metaphor
for ministry.

St Augustine of Hippo wrote: “Hope has two beautiful daughters. Their names are anger and courage; anger at the
way things are, and courage to see that they do not remain the way they are.” The interview conversations were
brimming with both anger and courage. Clergywomen are moving the conversations about power and justice and
equity forward. But this activism takes its toll on our bodies and families and lives. It is so important that we begin
to talk about the underlying reasons for the frustration with the institution to which we are committed. It is so
important that we articulate what sacrifices we are (and what sacrifices we are not) prepared to make. This is how
we will hear “new horizons of hopefulness” into speech.

Too often, the myth of the happy family rides on the mother sacrificing herself and her own identity at the altar of
the needs and identities of her husband and children. Obviously, this imbalance implicates institutions beyond the
nuclear family. The church sometimes takes advantage of the sacrificial status quo. This can impact on hiring and
relocating practices. As one of the research participants

1 As quoted by Robert McAfee Brown in Spirituality and Liberation: Overcoming the Great Fallacy. Louisville:
Westminster John Knox Press, (1988), 136.

Clearly stated: the church does not know how to deal with singleness (or single-motherhood). Clergy family for the
church still means “male priest and supportive wife and [not more than two] obedient children.” Far too often the
real needs of clergywomen and our complex families are ignored.

| am convinced that self-sacrifice contributes to “mother depression” as well as clergy burnout. Mothers and clergy
both are expected to bury the secret, angry, discontent aspects of ourselves to present a serene (or holy) exterior.
The pressure to take care of others and be selfless and contained can build up to a point of desperation or
destructiveness. Clergywomen and men, because of the maternal work that we all practice through ministry, can all
benefit from a clear-sighted, truth telling, feminist consciousness. Mothers and clergy (and fathers and laity) all need
role models and companions on the journey who help us to discover our strengths and our vulnerabilities - and to
hold us accountable. This will prepare us for the time when we are left on our own to pick up the mantle of authority
and to (in Gandhi’s words) “be the change we wish to see in the world” —and in the Church.



GODS NEVER ENDING MERCIES
By Ingrid Pines

It was just another day in my life, all was well, although
my neck was painful so | had made an appointment to
see my chiropractor at midday. It was an extremely
hot day (26 August 2014) and | was battling with the
urticaria itchy rash all over my body caused by allergies
to gluten, eggs and dairy products. This condition had
been diagnosed in March 2014, no medication
relieved the itch! The good thing was | had lost seven
Kilos in six months!

| went to my appointment with the chiropractor who
manipulated my neck and re-aligned my spine, which
brought great relief. At one o’clock | was quite
exhausted and just wished | could have a rest, but both
my Helper and Gardener were here so would have to
wait till 3:30 pm then | could lie down.

As God would have it, my husband came home an hour
earlier than normal, so | said “I’'m exhausted | must lie
down and rest”, so he said that he would wake me at
5:00 pm for our soapy.

| did not go to sleep, | had no pain or headache. At 5:00
my husband came tell me that it was time to get up.
As | stood up | collapsed on the bed, luckily Edward
was still in the room. | was gasping for breath and
losing my balance!

On phoning my doctor he asked if | could take my own
blood pressure, which | had never done before,
however after a short time of trying to get Edward to
put the cuff on correctly, my BP was found to be
170/110 (normal is 120/80). On seeing this | thought
that | might be having a Pulmonary Embolism. The
doctor told me to take a rescue tablet every five
minutes for the next half hour and then check my
blood pressure one more time. When checked the BP
was the same, indicating no change, so | was told to go
to Casualty.

On arrival | was like a rag doll unable to get out of the
car unaided, or to ‘hop on the couch will you’! I had a
little discomfort in my stomach, the staff found it
difficult to put up a drip, because all my veins had
collapsed. Having had a chest x-ray was taken for an
echo cardiogram, then as there was no I.C.U. bed
available put in the medical ward overnight with
oxygen.

Next morning a Physician Specialist came to see me
and ordered a battery of blood tests, one returned
showing an impending Pulmonary Embolism so | was
whizzed down for a CT scan of my chest, this was
negative.

Then off to High Care and the ‘full monty’ drip,
catheter and oxygen plus heart and respiration
monitoring. | was sent, via ambulance, to Westville
Hospital for an M. R. I. scan and this showed the
benign brain tumour which | have had since 2008
had now grown, be it very, very slightly. Was this the
cause for the terrible headaches and dislike of the
light and noise in the hospital?

After ten days in hospital | was discharged in a
wheelchair unable to walk unaided, | had to use a
walker and then a stick for about two months as |
was still losing my balance. | found also that my
memory was terrible too, had written notes left all
around the house as an aid for this predicament!

During late September | found that my spectacles
were not working for me so visited my optician and
he saw that | had a haemorrhage at the back of my
left eye and that he would have to give me a very
much stronger lens prescription, so much so that |
would think that it was not correct for me! Four
months later | returned to the optician with the same
story, so now he would need to change my lens script
once more, almost back to the original script. He
observed that the haemorrhage at the back of my
left eye had vanished!

It was discovered that the reason for my stroke was
a blood clot in the vertebral artery on the left side of
my neck that had been released during the
manipulation of my neck, and before it could do any
harm was possibly dissolved just in time when | had
a blood thinning injection before the CT scan some
24 hours later.

So here | am my friends almost a year later rejoicing
about three miracle healings in one year. The rash
has gone; my sight has improved; and | did not
become paralysed neither was | prevented from
talking!

To God be the Glory!

For with God nothing will be impossible. (LUk&7)



From the Registers

BAPTISMS |

The following parishioners were baptised on the 21 June 20 ‘DQt@S ‘EO’C

x  Luke Ethan Bessick .‘;hg ‘Di?fy

(Son of Lugwig Bessick and Melissa van Tonder)

X Ingakimi-Inkosi Thandekile Buthelezi
(Daughter of Mlungisi Nkosi and Khanyisile Buthelezi)
x  Lesedi Karabo Dazana 09-Aug-15  Women's Sunday
(Daughter of Tebogo Mothloidi and Asanda Dazana)
18-Aug-15 Theological Education Sunday
x  Mihlali Dazana
(Daughter of Freddy Maswanganyi and Asanda Dazana) 31-Aug-15  National Arbor week

X Athini Luyolo Dazana 06-Sep-15  Prayers for young people
(Grand-daughter of Andile (deceased) and Nombeko
Dazana) 20-Sep-15  Peace lecture(new date TBC)
X Vuyolwethu Dazana 27-Sep-15  Confirmation

(Grand-son of Andile (deceased) and Nombeko Dazana)
25-Oct-15 Bible Sunday
x  Kwanda Nala
(Son of Teddy and Zinhle Nala) All Saints’ Day & Bring a
01-Nov-15 friend/family Sunday
X Shingai Imile Radebe
(Daughter of Frank and Hlengiwe Radebe)
x  Onai Hlelolenkosi Radebe 07-Nov-15 Fun Run/Walk (Saturday)
(Daughter of Frank & Hlengiwe Radebe)
08-Nov-15 Remembrance Sunday

x  Aphiwe Siphesihle Thabethe

(Son of Enock and Nelisiwe Thabethe) 15-Nov-15  Mission Sunday
X Nelisiwe Felicity Thabethe Advent Sl'Jeray. Harvest —
(Daughter of Mshulubezi & Lindeni Nzuza) 29-Nov-15  Thanks Giving

x  Owethu Tenele Thabethe
(Daughter of Enock & Nelisiwe Thabethe) 01-Dec-15 World Aids Day

13-Dec-15 Baptism

RIP

It is with sadness that we announce the loss of the following parishioners.

9 Peter Allison —Broomhead :- 31 May 2015
9 Joy Harison :- 29 July 2015

May theirsoulNB a i Ay LIS OSXo
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Enviro News
Sustainable living exhibition

The Sustainable Living and Indigenous Plant
Exhibition will be taking place from the 14th - 16th
August, and St John's Environment Group will once
again participate in hosting a stall for the Diocesan
Environment Group. The stall will showcase what we
as Anglicans in KwaZulu Natal are doing to show our
care and commitment to God's creation.

Please support us by stopping by! The exhibition is
also a great place to get ideas on living a 'greener’ life,
from how to start an organic vegetable garden, to
switching to renewable energy. For more
information, visit www.durban.gov.za, or to help with
the stall speak to Rob Brien or Helen Prinsloo.

"Tree wisdom":
'Always stand tall and proud'

'Sink your roots into the earth'
'Be content with your natural beauty'
'‘Go out on a limb'

'Drink plenty of water'
'Remember your roots'

'Enjoy the view'

Food For Thought

In the words of Elbert Einstein:

"Not everything that can be counted counts, and not
everything that counts can be counted"

We discerned that the one item valued in life cannot be
counted or measured and it is this item that counts the
most in life.

H k ! i
"I've stopped expacting you to make l2a of faith,
but it would be nice t¢ see a hop row and then.”

Men’s Group Ready for Action!

The men of St Johns met on Saturday the 11th July at
7.30am.In this meeting the group of SJB men had
discussions around fellowship, the bible, leadership,
family and other things that can assist better our
church. This casual gathering over breakfast was both
insightful and fulfilling to the men of St John who aim to
continuously better our parish in every way possible.

Amongst many other things this group will be painting
certain places of the church beginning with the small
hall and entrance doors to the church on Saturday at
9.00am on the 15" of August together with the
heritage group. All men of SJB are welcome to come join
in for these important tasks and as they meet once
every second month.

The shortest speech by Coca-Cola
CEO.

Imagine life as a game in which you are juggling some
five balls in the air.

They are Work, Family, Health, Friends and Spirit and
you're keeping all of these in the air.

You will soon understand that work is a rubber ball. If
you drop it, it will bounce back.

But the other four balls -FAMILY, HEALTH, FRIENDS and
SPIRIT are made of glass.

If you drop one of these; they will be irrevocably,
scuffed, nicked, damaged or even shattered. They will
NEVER be the same.

You must understand that and strive for it.

Work efficiently during office hours and leave on time.
Give the required amount of time to family, friends and
God and have a proper rest.

Value has a value only if its value is valued.

SWE BAPTIZE SO MANY PECPLE.
WE DECIDED To DO _AWAY WITH THE
BAPTISTRY AND JUST FLOOD
THE BU((JD(NG_/"\

L
D _

W (IS
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Wish List 2015

There are a number of things we wish for, for both the church and rectory, for which there are insufficient
funds i n the budget. Here are the AWi sh Listso;
contribute to making these wishes come true. Estimated costs, where available, are in brackets.

Some of these have been fulfilled and we are grateful and thankful for your kind contributions thus far
which are indicated as done below. May you be eternally blessed!

CHURCH

=

Scrape off the over polished areas on the floor tiles,| 21. Sand and re-polish the church wooden floor tiles
in the front of the church.
22. Revamp the kitchen cupboards
2. Revamp of parish website: R8000.00: Done (R4000.00)
23. Replace the old floor carpet in the main hall.

w

Stations (14) of the Cross pictures or artwork
24. Lych gate - repair roof tiles and apply wood
4. Exterior painting of the hall’s metal exterior beams conditioner and repair broken wood.

& window frames and church gutters.
25. Install fence to hide the recycling area
5.  Finish replacing the flexible water hoses in the two
bathrooms: Done 26. Replace lounge suite in entrance foyer.

6. Fix chairs in small chapel and fix two pews. 27. Install extra beams to security system

7. Acquire new data projector and screens R35000.00 | 28. Paint the interior of the small hall (To be done
15 Aug)

8. New PA System/microphones: R20 000.00
29. Leaf blowing motor.
9. Repair main kneelers at the Altar as fabric is perishing

RECTORY

10. Finish the tarring of driveway.

11. Swings or jungle gym in the garden for the children . .
1. Repairs to leaking roof of both house and

12. Air-conditioning for the office block garage: Done
13. Trim tall trees: R9000.00 2. Addressing lighting problems: Done
14. Buy twenty more plastic chairs. (100 Donated) 3. Visitors chairs for study/counselling room: 4

(even used)
15. Repair the alarm system - front entrance camera and

buzzer: Done (Half the cost donated) 4. Rehabilitation of lawn/garden: +/-R2000.00
16. Replace lock at gate between front entrances to 5. 3 security burglar doors
church.

6. Telephone units x2

17. Repair lighting in church: Done (Donated) 2 R e 22m for front f
. Razor wire: 22m for front fence

18. Fix holes in the wood at the top of the small chapel
8. 5 alarm sensors for bedrooms and garage

19. Fix main hall flooring and kitchen floor covering. . ) ) )
9. 2 security remotes for arming/disarming

20. Plaques for memorial trees in the churchyard.



